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This newsletter is a forum 
for the varied experiences of 
A.A.s within the New York 
City area. Opinions expressed 
herein are solely those of our 
contributors. Publication does 
not imply endorsement by ei-
ther NYIG or A.A. We reserve 
the right to edit for clarity, 

grammar, and punctuation.

what is ny inter-group?
New York Inter-Group (NYIG) is 

an association formed by New York 

area A.A. groups to help fulfill their 
primary purpose—to carry the A.A. 

message to still-suffering alcoholics.

NYIG is often the first contact point 
for people who think they may have 

a problem with alcohol. The phones 

are answered solely by A.A. mem-

bers who volunteer on a daily basis 

from 9 am to 10 pm every day of 

the year. From 10 pm to 2 am, calls 

are forwarded from New York In-

ter-Group to volunteers’ homes via 

Call-Forwarding. During the hours 

of 2 am to 9 am, messages are re-

corded on an answering machine, 

to be responded to the next day.

Volunteers provide meeting informa-

tion to callers in the five boroughs of 
New York City, Westchester Coun-

ty, and the greater New York area. 

The office also provides A.A. in-

formation about other Inter-Groups 

and Central Offices throughout 
the country, and across the world.

NYIG is financed by Contribu-

tions from A.A. groups, and in-

dividual members, as well as An-

niversary Club donations, sales 

of A.A. Conference Approved 

literature, and the net proceeds 

from the Annual Bill W. Dinner.

NYIG’s service structure is explained 

in its By-Laws, which are operating 

guidelines required by the laws of 

the State of New York for incorpo-

rating not-for-profit organizations. 

The NYIG Steering Committee is 

responsible for oversight of the of-

fice and its functions. It consists 
of fourteen members: four Offi-

cers; six Area Representatives; 

and four Committee Chairpersons 

for Corrections and Treatment Fa-

cilities, Group Relations, Pub-

lic Information, and Volunteers.

NYIG requests a Delegate from 

each meeting listed in the Five 

Boroughs (Bronx, Brooklyn, Man-

hattan, Queens, and Staten Is-

land) and Westchester County.

Inter-Group Delegates meet with the 

NYIG Steering Committee on the 

second Saturday of March, June, Sep-

tember, and December to hear reports 

of NYIG’s activities, and then vote 

on topics affecting office operations.

Delegates also attend bi-month-

ly Area Forums. Among other 

things, these Forums elect new 

Area Representatives to serve on 

the NYIG Steering Committee.

NYIG also sponsors four Book-

ing Meetings a year in Westchester 

County, on the third Saturday of Feb-

ruary, May, August, and November.

Co-Editor: Gabby W.
Co-Editor: Michael B.
Chairman: William F.

WANTED: 
TELEPHONE

VOLUNTEERS

Be the voice of attraction 
to the new person call-
ing for help. One year of 
continuous sobriety is re-
quired. Call or come by 
the New York Inter-Group 
office for an orientation. 
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CorreCtions & 
treatment FaCilities 
literature PaCking
New York Inter-Group Office
MARCH 7TH 

10 am

CorreCtions & 
treatment FaCilities 
Committee all areas 
meeting
New York Inter-Group Office
MARCH 9TH 

7 pm

Queens area Forum
Queens Inter-Group Office
105-29A Metropolitan Avenue

Forest Hills, NY 11375

MARCH 10TH 

7:30 pm

bridging the gaP 
Committee meeting
New York Inter-Group Office
MARCH 11TH

6:30 pm

Queens CorreCtion &
treatment FaCilites
Committee meeting
Elmhurst Hospital, Room A115

79-01 Broadway

Queens, NY 11373

MARCH 12TH

7 pm

exChange meeting
Public School 41

116 West 11th  Street 

New York, NY 10011

MARCH 14TH 

7 am

Before I started working at New 

York Inter-Group, I really had no 

idea what it was. You see, I came into 

A.A. through N.A. An ex-boyfriend 

introduced me to that fellowship, 

and he was the only person I knew 

in recovery. So, the way I think of 

it, My Higher Power led me here.

My sobriety date is October 6, 2011. 

I’d been in and out for about two years 

before that. Guess I decided it was 

time I got my act together. I got so-

ber on my birthday; and I partied for 

a whole week leading up to that day. 

I got sober in the Bronx. My first 
meeting was at the Castle Hill Dis-

cussion group. It was very pow-

erful. There were these four old-

er Irish women who kind of took 

me under their wing afterwards. 

They taught me to take advantage 

of the women’s meetings, which 

I did. Sometimes, I’d go to Man-

hattan meetings; but mostly I’ve 

gone to meetings in the Bronx.

How did I end up working at New 

York Inter-Group? Well, a year and 

a half ago, I was going through 

this horrible struggle with try-

ing to find a job. I kept holding 
on to hope and faith that I’d find 

work. Basically, I left it up to God. 

Then, I saw the job posting online, 
as I browsed the NYIG website 

looking for a meeting to attend.

Once I got the job, it took my sobri-
ety to a whole other level. I really 

saw how doing service helps you 

to stay sober by getting you out of 

your head. You see, I hadn’t worked 

with any sponsees before. And be-

ing the only Spanish speaking staff 

member, I really identified with the 
struggles of Latino alcoholics try-

ing to stay sober a day at a time.

There’s no such thing as a typical 

day here. Each day is totally differ-

ent. I always make sure there are vol-

unteers here to answer the phones. 

I have to plan my week ahead, 

just to keep up with it all. There’s 
the revolving door of people com-

ing in, so I’m always on real-time. 

Always here to help, to be upbeat, 

positive and proactive. I have a real 

get-the-job-done attitude. There’s 
lots of bits and pieces, because 

it’s all volunteers. Thing is, I can’t 

function if there’s no volunteers.

This is the most exciting place to 

be. It’s stressful but not stressful; 

because it’s a program of honesty, 

so you can mess up and it’ll all be 

ok. My mental state is always pos-

itive and upbeat: and my focus is 

to ensure that I always follow the 

steps and traditions. That being 

said,  I’m really here for everyone.

diary of a nyig 
staffer: part one

By Rose G.

uPComing events
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CTFC Annual Dinner Dance
Saturday, July 25, 2015

8 pm - 2 am
Antun’s Restaurant, 93-43 Springfield blvd 

queens village ny 11429
Tickets $85 Now Available at NYIG Office



new inter-grouP 
delegate workshoP
Public School 41

116 West 11th Street

New York. NY 10011

MARCH 14TH 

10 am

Quarterly inter-grouP 
delegates’ meeting
Public School 41

116 West 11th Street

New York, NY 10011

MARCH 14TH 

11 am

sPanish language 
CorreCtions & 
treatment FaCilities 
Committee meeting
Spanish Inter-Group Office
2234 First Avenue 
@ 120th Street
New York, NY 10029
MARCH 14TH 
3 pm

westChester 
CorreCtions & 
treatment FaCilities 
Committee meeting
Memorial United 

Methodist Church

250 Bryant Avenue

White Plains, NY 10606

MARCH 18TH 

6:30 pm

volunteers Committee 
meeting
New York Inter-Group Office
MARCH 18TH 

6:30 pm

uPComing events
Contunued from Page 2

diary of a nyig 
staffer: part two

By Walter G.

My name is Walter, and 

I’m an alcoholic. My sobri-

ety date is January 29, 2005.

I got sober in Houston, Texas. Great 

sobriety down there; and I had a 

solid network of men to aid in my 

program.  I am originally from 

the Chicagoland area, where my 

brother still lives and has 30 years 

of sobriety; but my father and all 

his brothers died of this disease. 

My wife and I moved to New York 

in 2013 to be closer to family. My 

wife is from New Jersey but always 

wanted to live in New York City.  I 

grew up in a suburb of Chicago, but 

never lived in downtown, so we de-

cided to give city life a try and are 

really enjoying ourselves by doing a 
lot of exploring and social activities.

 It took a while to get used to the sub-

ways, and even longer to accept the 

bus riding; but I am getting used to 

the aggressive closeness that comes 

with living in New York City.  On 

the downside, this is the first time 
since I turned 16 that I don’t own a 

car. On the upside, I ran the first half 
marathon of my life here in NYC!

My first exposure to New York In-

ter-Group came when I was vol-

unteering with Chapter Five, who 

had a group commitment to an-

swer phones. Since I did not have 

a job when I got to New York, I 
did this several times while also 

volunteering for a few other char-

itable institutions around the city.

How did I end up working at New 

York Inter-Group? I was actually 

applying for the Steering Commit-

tee Secretary position, when this 

job became available. Since I was 
actively looking for a job, I ap-

plied for the Literature position but 

it was pointed out that I could not 

do both activities.  Since I needed 

a paying job, the Literature posi-
tion took priority; and I withdrew 

my candidacy for Secretary.   Af-

ter interviewing for the job, I felt 
sure I was not going to receive an 

offer, and was surprised and excit-

ed when the offer came through! 

There’s no such thing as a typical 

day here. Busy is how I’d describe 

it. Lots of answering questions, and 

making sales. Working with, for and 

around other alcoholics keeps it in-

teresting. There is always something 

new being discussed or worked on 

around the office. The volunteers 
here do such a great job helping 
other alcoholics, but sometimes 

we run short on volunteers, so staff 

needs to help. The one thing that I 

respect and love is that everyone 

here is working towards the primary 

purpose of staying sober and help-

ing another alcoholic. I’m blessed 

that I get to help in that endeavor. 
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2015 Bill W. Dinner Table Lottery
Wednesday, July 15, 2015 @ 7 pm

New York Hilton Hotel, Grand Ballroom
1335 Avenue of the Americas 

New York, NY 10019



manhattan CorreCtions 
& treatment FaCilities 
Committee meeting
New York Inter-Group Office
MARCH 19TH 
6:30 pm

bronx CorreCtions &
treatment FaCilities
Committee meeting
St. Nicholas of Tolentime

Fordham Road & Andrews Ave.

Bronx, NY 10468

MARCH 20TH

7 pm

westChester 
area Forum
First Baptist Church

456 North Street 

White Plains, NY 10605

MARCH 21ST 

9:30 am

brooklyn area Forum
First Unitarian 

Congregational Chapel

121 Pierrepont Street

Brooklyn, NY 11201

MARCH 21ST 

2 pm

bronx area Forum
Westchester United 

Methodist Church

2547 East Tremont Avenue

Bronx, NY 10461

MARCH 21ST 

2:30 pm

2015 big meeting 
Planning Committee 
meeting
New York Inter-Group Office
MARCH 22ND 
2 pm

uPComing events
Continued From Page 3
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“This we owe to 

A.A.’s future: to place 

our common welfare first; 
to keep our Fellowship united. 

For on A.A. unity depend our lives, 

and the lives of those to come.” This 

was the opening statement at the 

First Annual Big Meeting, which 

was held over twenty six years 

ago, on Sunday, July 9th, 1989 at 

the Jacob Javits Convention Center. 

You can imagine the excitement 

in the air, as Joe L. stepped up to 

the microphone: “Welcome from 

New York Intergroup.” In the audi-

ence, alcoholics from all over had 

gathered together with a primary 

purpose of sharing the universal 

language of experience, strength 

and hope with any member who 

has more than one day of sobriety. 

The 2015 Big Meeting celebrates 

of the 80th Birthday of Alcoholics 

Anonymous. It will be held Sunday, 

June 28, 2015, from 1-3 p.m. in the 

Grand Ballroom, on the 3rd floor 
of the New York Hilton, located at 

1335 Sixth Ave, between 53 and 54th 

Streets. The event will be interpret-

ed for the Deaf, as well as simultane-

ous English to Spanish translation.

 

The great borough of Staten Island 

will be hosting this year’s event. 

Andy V., the Chair of the 2015 

Planning Committee, is leading 

the charge. Behind him are doz-

ens of energetic individuals, all 

hoping to make this 

a successful cele-

bration in honor of the 

founders, as well as those who 

first started the Big Meeting. 
  

The Speaker Selection Committee 

is currently accepting nominations 

for speakers; the deadline is April 1, 

2015. Forms are available at nyin-

tergroup.org, or at the NYIG office.
 

Anyone who has been to this event 

knows how special this celebration 

truly is. The ballroom is filled with 
so much gratitude and love, it prac-

tically overflows onto the street. 
There are three speakers (always dy-

namite); and that’s followed by the 

sober anniversary countdown. This 

event is free and doors open at noon. 

Our common language it to cele-

brate the day Alcoholics Anony-

mous was founded: Dr. Bob’s So-

briety date. Bill W. wrote: “During 

this bender he hit rock bottom never 

to drink again, dating from June 10, 

1935.” This annual celebration is in-

tended to bring the New York Area 

together in fellowship. We look for-

ward to seeing people from all five 
boroughs, Westchester and Putnam 

counties, and even Connecticut. 

Let us all come together—newcom-

ers and old-timers—to give thanks 

to Alcoholics Anonymous for what 

we have so freely been given.

The 2015 
Big Meeting

By Christopher D.



staten island 
CorreCtions & 
treatment FaCilities 
Committee meeting
How Club
552 Port Richmond Avenue
Staten Island, NY 10302
MARCH 23RD 
6:30 pm Orientation Meeting
6:40 pm Regular Meeting

volunteer Fair
New York Inter-Group Office
MARCH 28TH 

12 pm – 2 pm

brooklyn CorreCtions 
& treatment FaCilities 
Committee meeting
103 Quincy Street, Basement

Btwn. Franklin & Classon Aves

Brooklyn, NY 11238

MARCH 28TH

1 pm

PubliC inFormation 
Committee meeting
New York Inter-Group Office
MARCH 30TH 

7 pm 

bridging the gaP 
Committee meeting
New York Inter-Group Office
APRIL 8TH 

6:30 pm

Queens CorreCtions & 
treatment FaCilities 
Committee meeting
Elmhurst Hospital, Room A115

79-01 Broadway

Queens, NY 11373

APRIL 9TH 

7 pm

uPComing events
Continued From Page 4

Drunk I got; not a little but a lot. 

I drank quite a bit; and quite a bit 

more. Then I just bounced off the 
wall, and right out the door. I stum-

bled so gracefully, doing the pow-

erless Pete till I blacked out and 

slept on the sidewalk or the street. 

A cop woke and drove me home, 

not once but thrice; he could have 

thrown me in jail, but he decided 
to be kinda nice. Then one morn-

ing I woke to a couple a’ bottles 

on the floor, and something inside 
me said I can’t drink anymore.

After a few days of shaking, I 

could dial a phone; and the voice 

on the other side said I don’t have 

to do it alone. I drank so much 

I’m lucky to be alive; and with 

the fine people in these rooms 
I’ve the ability to survive. Sur-

vive indeed one day at a time. We 

can all be free, and feel so fine. 
Not many years ago, I was in a very 

bad way.  But I’ve got some fantas-

tic friends right here in the rooms of 

AA. Where I’ve got to keep coming, 

to stay on the right track. And I con-

stantly hope none of us ever go back. 

Back to what? One drink at a 

time? Where I can be a slave 

to alcohol once more? And 

loose what’s left of my mind? 

No thanks! I think I’ll stay—right 

here in the rooms of A.A. Where I 

got to keep coming, ‘cause it just 
keeps getting weirder all the time.

Yes, it gets weirder all the time. But 

then, acceptance is always right be-

hind. So, just keep coming, as we 
don’t mind. I came for my drink-

ing and I stayed to feed my mind.

Welcome to the Fellowship!

powerless pete
By Pete S.
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believe
First Congregational Church

348 Beach 94th Street

Rockaway Beach, NY 11693

Closed Discussion Meeting

SUNDAYS

7: 30 pm

hookers in reCovery 
everywhere
Edgar Cayce Center

241 West 30th Street, 2nd Floor

New York, NY 0001

Step Meeting

SUNDAYS

6 pm

mohasiC men’s grouP
St. Patrick’s Church (Stone)

188 Church Place

Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

Men’s Closed Discussion Mtg.

FRIDAYS

7 pm

reCovery in red hook
Visitation Parish Rectory
98 Richards Street, 2nd Floor
Brooklyn, NY 11231
Beginners Meeting
MONDAYS
6:30 pm



8th Annual CTFC Conference
By Michael B.

Every year, the fine folks of the Correc-
tions and Treatment Facilities Commit-
tee (CTFC) hold their Primary Purpose 
Conference on “Carrying the Message 
Behind the Walls and Beyond.” This 
annual event brings together A.A.s 
from all five New York City boroughs 
and Westchester County, all to raise 
awareness about the CTFC’s efforts to 
bring free literature and meetings into 
prisons, hospitals, detoxes, and rehabs. 

This year’s Conference will take 
place on Saturday, April 25th at 
Public School 41—located on 116 
West 11th Street and Sixth Avenue in 
Manhattan —from 10 am to 3 pm. 

Chassie P., the current CTFC Chair-
person, was kind enough to talk 
about the event, which she told me 
“has gotten bigger and bigger ev-
ery year.” To say that she’s passion-
ate about doing this kind of service 
is somewhat of an understatement.

MB: Now, for those who may not know, 
what is the Annual CTFC Conference?

CHASSIE: Well, it is actually the 8th 
Annual Conference, and it’s all about 
our primary purpose, which is to stay 
sober and help other alcoholics to 
achieve sobriety. CTFC provides not 
only meetings, but free literature to 

those in correctional and treatment 
facilities who can’t go out and get a 
meeting on their own. It’s really intense 
and incredible service. And so many of 
the people who do it end up falling love 
with it. So, the Conference is basical-
ly a chance to get everyone together, 
and to spread the word about the op-
portunity to do this kind of service.

MB: And how did you first get involved 
with doing service for the CTFC?

CHASSIE: As you probably know, 
there’s so many people who have 
no idea about all that New York In-
ter-Group [NYIG] does. I certainly 
didn’t until I started doing service. My 
first experience with NYIG was when 
I was newly sober. I was complain-
ing about something or other, and my 
sponsor told me to go down there and 
answer phones. Then I got involved 
in doing Corrections and Treatment 
Facilities service in my homegroup.

MB: Most people, when they hear 
the word “conference” they think 
an event that’s only for certain pro-
fessionals, not for the general pub-
lic. But that’s not the case here is it? 

CHASSIE: Not at all. It’s open to ev-
eryone. We want to spread the word 
about Corrections and Treatment. We’d 
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8th Annuall CTFC Conference
Continued From Previous Page

also love for people to go back to their 
homegroups and talk about CTFC. 

We also need plenty of volunteers. 
There’s no sobriety requirement for 
getting involved in this kind of service. 
If you’re new or counting days, come 
join us at our monthly literature packing 
event [EDITOR’S NOTE: CTFC Liter-
ature Packing is held on the second Sat-
urday of every month at the NYIG of-
fice.]. If you have a little more time, you 
can speak at, or even chair a meeting. 

MB: Again, for those who’ve 
never been, what actually hap-
pens at a CTFC Conference?

CHASSIE: At 10 am, there’s a 
Two-Speaker Panel. One person shares 
about hearing the message in correc-
tional facility; the other talks about 
hearing the message in a rehab or detox. 
At 11 am, there’s a Five-Speaker Panel, 
where we talk about how to bring meet-
ings into corrections and treatment fa-
cilities, as well as the different ways to 
do this kind of service and how to get 
involved. At noon, we break for lunch. 
There’s free Dominican food. Every-
body loves it. Then, we come back at 
1 pm for another Two-Speaker Pan-
el, where professionals—people who 
work in corrections and treatment—

talk about the impact that the meetings 
have on the alcoholics in their facili-
ties. Finally, at 2pm, we have our Key 
Note Speaker, which is someone who 
heard the A.A. message on the inside

MB: You mentioned before that 
this year is the 8th Annual Confer-
ence. Do you know the history of 
the event? How it all got started?

CHASSIE: I believe it was started 
by John C., who was Chairman of the 
CTFC. He thought it would be a great 
way to bring everybody together. It 
keeps getting bigger and bigger ev-
ery year. Last year, we had a Spanish 
translator, and hope to have one again 
this year, as we also provide Spanish 
speaking meetings to various institu-
tions, and work closely with the Ofi-
cina Central Hispana de New York. 

MB: Any closing thoughts, 
or anything you’d like to add?

CHASSIE: Come join us. All are 
welcome. Come on down and learn 
about the incredible opportunity 
for service. Come have Dominican 
food with us. We’re here to spread 
the word about Corrections and 
Treatment, to carry the message to 
those behind the walls and beyond.
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CorreCtions & 
treatment FaCilities 
literature PaCking
New York Inter-Group Office
APRIL 11TH 

10 am

sPanish language 
CorreCtions & 
treatment FaCilities 
Committee meeting
Spanish Inter-Group Office
2234 First Avenue @ 120th St,

New York, NY 10029

APRIL 11TH 

3 pm

CorreCtions & 
treatment FaCilities 
Committee all areas 
meeting
New York Inter-Group Office
APRIL 13TH 

7 pm

grouP relations 
Committee meeting
New York Inter-Group Office
APRIL 14TH 

6:30 pm

westChester 
CorreCtions & 
treatment FaCilities 
Committee meeting
Memorial United 
Methodist Church
250 Bryant Avenue
White Plains, NY 10606
APRIL 15TH 
6:30 pm

manhattan CorreCtions 
& treatment FaCilities 
Committee meeting
New York Inter-Group Office
APRIL 16TH

6:30 pm

 delegate’s debrief
By Michael B.

Attendance at the December 13, 

2014 Quarterly Delegates Meet-

ing was noticeably lower than 

in the past. This may have been 

due to the last minute location 

change, from Public School 41 on 

West 11th Street and Sixth Avenue 

to the New School Building on 

West 13th Street and Sixth Avenue. 

Steering Committee Chair, Chris 

D. opened the meeting with a Mo-

ment of Silence followed by the 

Serenity Prayer. He then polled 

the delegates, asking how many 

of them had been to the NYIG of-

fice, or knew what an Area Forum 
is. The response from the delegates 

was mixed. Several dozen hands 
were raised for his first question, 
but only a scant few for the second.

Next, Matthew K. went over the 

Treasurer’s Report. Contribu-

tions, he announced, were “lower 

than expected.” Over $4000 low-

er, to be precise. This figure, he 
explained, came from his average 

monthly analysis of budgeted vs. 

actual contributions for the three-

month period of July to October, 

during the calendar year 2014. 

This prompted a number of ques-

tions about the financial health of 
NYIG. Delegates who asked about 

donation percentages—NYIG ver-

sus SENY and General Service 

Office—were referred to the pam-

phlet on Spirituality and Money.

Matthew assuaged the delegates 

concerns by reminding them that 

NYIG was “not in dire circum-

stances.” Overall expenses were 

down, he said, and the prudent re-

serve was up to almost six months.  

Not to mention the fact that the re-

port only covers up to the month 

of October. “Next quarter numbers 

will be very important,” he pointed 

out, since “January tends to be one 

the two highest months” in terms of 

the total amount of contributions.

Next, Saara L., from Brooklyn, 

gave her report as Area Representa-

tive. First, she pointed out that rent 

increases for meeting spaces in her 

borough may have affected dona-

tions. She also suggested that the of-

fice host informational workshops, 
to help the groups in her area better 

understand what NYIG does, and 

why it needs the groups’ support.

Michael B., from Manhattan, re-

minded the delegates that his bor-

ough will host the 2015 Bill W. 

Dinner, and that the first meet-
ing of the Planning Commit-

tee would be on December 20th. 

Ray D., from Westchester, polled 

the delegates to see how many were 

from Westchester. He then declared 
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Nominate 
A Speaker 

for the
2015

Big Meeting! 
Nomination Forms 

Available at the NYIG 
office and online at 

www.nyintergroup.org

Deadline: 
April 1, 2015



staten island 
area Forum
Immanuel Lutheran Church

2018 Richmond Avenue

Staten Island, NY 10314

APRIL 16TH  

7:30 pm

bronx CorreCtions & 
treatment FaCilities 
Committee meeting
St. Nicholas of Tolentine

Fordham Road & Andrews Ave

Bronx, NY 10468

APRIL 17TH 

7 pm

manhattan area Forum
New York Inter-Group Office
APRIL 21ST 

7 pm 

brooklyn CorreCtions 
& treatment FaCilities 
Committee meeting
103 Quincy Street, Basement
Brooklyn, NY 11238
APRIL 25TH 
1 pm

staten island 
CorreCtions & 
treatment FaCilities 
Committee meeting
How Club

552 Port Richmond Avenue

Staten Island, NY 10302

APRIL 27TH

6:30 pm Orientation Meeting

6:40 pm Regular meeting

CorreCtions & 
treatment FaCilities 
literature PaCking
New York Inter-Group Office
MAY 9TH 

10 am

that attendance was 400% better 

than at the September meeting. 

Elyssa B., from Queens, thanked the 

NYIG office for listing all the dates 
for the 2015 Area Forums so far in 

advance. In response to a delegate’s 

question regarding how well NYIG 

and Queens Inter-Group work to-

gether, she said that the challenge was 

to maintain open communication.

Anthony F., from Staten Island, an-

nounced that his borough will host 

the 2015 Big Meeting, and that 

the first meeting of the Planning 
Committee will be on January 18th. 

Nominations for Committee Chair-

person would be voted on at the 

next Area Forum. The deadline for 

speaker nominations will be April 1, 

2015 (see our ad on page 8). Nom-

ination forms were already avail-

able online and at the NYIG office.

Karl B., from the Bronx, thanked 

all those who participated in the 

2014 Bill W. Dinner, which was 

hosted by his borough. He also 

plugged the Bronx / Upper Man-

hattan 70th Anniversary Cele-

bration on January 10, 2015.

Next up, Michael P., from the 

Volunteer Committee, an-

nounced the creation on an 

email listserv to inform people 

about upcoming NYIG events.

Bill F., from Group Relations an-

nounced that, starting on February 

10, 2015, his committee will now 

meet bi-monthly. He also presented 

some new groups to be ratified by 
the delegates (see our ad on page 

7). He then asked for volunteers to 

help him with the never-ending task 

of keeping the meeting list updated. 

Chassie F., from Corrections and 

Treatment Facilities (CTFC), 

plugged the Bridging the Gap pro-

gram, which needs volunteers and 

group representatives. She also 

asked for donations to the CTFC 

Literature Fund, which enables them 

to send free literature to alcoholics 

in prisons and treatment facilities. 

Then, Chassie announced that CTFC 

is looking to fill the following service 
positions: Staten Island Co-Chair; 

Manhattan Treatment Facilities 

West Co-Chair; Spanish Co-Chair; 

and Literature Chair [EDITOR’S 

NOTE: as of this printing, the ser-

vice positions have yet to be filled]. 

Chris D., stepped up to announce 

elections for NYIG Secretary, and 

that applicants for this two-year ser-

vice commitment need to have at 

least 5 years of continuous sobriety. 

With time running short, all new 

business was tabled until the next 

meeting. The delegates motioned to 

adjourn. And once again, Chris led 

them all through the Serenity Prayer.

delegate’s debrief
Continued From Page 8
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Continued From Page 8

Anniversary 
Medallions
Now Available 

at NYIG! 

Aluminum $ 1 each               
      24 Hours & 1-11 Months                  

bronze $ 2 each
1 - 65 Years

Buy One for Yourself 
or for a Friend!



open Letter from the chair of nyig

sPanish language 
CorreCtions & 
treatment FaCilities 
Committee meeting
Spanish Inter-Group Office
2234 First Avenue 
@ 120th Street
New York, NY 10029
MAY 9TH 
3 pm

CorreCtions & 
treatment FaCilities 
Committee all areas 
meeting
New York Inter-Group Office
MAY 11TH 

7 pm

Queens area Forum
Queens Inter-Group Office
105-29A Metropolitan Avenue

Forest Hills, NY 11375

MAY 12TH 

7:30 pm

bridFing the gaP 
Committee meeting
New York Inter-Group Office
MAY 13H

6:30 pm

Queens CorreCtions & 
treatment FaCilities 
Committee meeting
Elmhurst Hospital, Room A115

79-01 Broadway

Queens, NY 11373

MAY 14TH

7 pm

bronx CorreCtions & 
treatment FaCilities 
Committee meeting
St. Nicholas of Tolentine
Fordham Road & Andrews Ave
Bronx, NY 10468
MAY 15TH 
7 pm

Continued on Next Page

Faithful Fivers!
New York Inter-Group’s 

Seventh Tradition  Gratitude Plan

Your pledge of $5 (or more) each month helps support 
NYIG’s continued effort to carry the A.A. message of 

recovery and hope to still-sick and suffering alcoholics 
throughout the Greater New York City Area. 

As a Faithful Fiver, your personal contribution 
will help the doors of NYIG stay open 365 days a year!

For more information, please stop by the NYIG office, 
or visit our website at www.nyintergroup.org

uPComing events
Continued From Page 9
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March 14, 2015

Dear A.A. Member,

Thank you for your help in carrying 

the message of Alcoholics Anony-

mous to the still sick and suffering 

alcoholic, and for helping us kept 

the lights on and hope available at 

New York Inter-Group (NYIG).  

It is with great honor that I serve 

as your Chair of NYIG.  I hope 

you enjoy this Spring edition of 
Sober News, which lists upcoming 

meetings, special events, and an-

nouncements.  The article, “What 

Is New York Inter-Group?” out-

lines how all of your service and 

donations are the inspiration and 

the ballast of our organization.  

I  would   like to share with you 

what our Co-founder, Bill W., wrote 

in 1957:

“Our spiritual way of life is safe for 
future generations if, as a society, 
we resist the temptation to receive 
money from the outside world.  But 
this leaves us with a responsibil-
ity-one that every member ought 
to understand.  We cannot skimp 
when the treasurer of our group 
passes the hat.  Our groups, our 
areas, and A.A. as a whole will not 
function unless our services are 
sufficient and their bills are paid.”  

Those words hold as true today 

as they did 58 years ago.  Main-
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westChester 
booking meeting
Memorial United 
Methodist Church
250 Bryant Avenue
Btwn. North & 
Mamaroneck Ave
White Plains, NY 10605
MAY 16TH 
6:30 am

westChester 
area Forum
First Baptist Church

456 North Street  @ Bryant Ave

White Plains, NY 10605

MAY 16TH 

9:30 am

brooklyn area Forum
First Unitarian 

Congregational Chapel

121 Pierrepont Street

Brooklyn, NY 11201

MAY 16TH 

2 pm

bronx area Forum
Westchester United 

Methodist Church

2547 East Tremont Avenue

Bronx, NY 10461

MAY 16TH 

2:30 pm

2015 big meeting 
Planning Committee 
meeting
New York Inter-Group Office
MAY 17TH

2pm

PubliC inFormation 
Committee meeting
New York Inter-Group Office
MAY 25TH 

7 pm

uPComing events
Continued From Page 10Join the Anniversary Club!

Celebrate you sober anniversary by 
joining the New York Inter-Group’s  

Anniversary Club. 

Your Anniversary Contribution will be helping NYIG 
carry A.A.s message of hope and recovery to still-sick 

and suffering alcoholics throughout the 
Greater New York City Area.

A voluntary contribution of $1 (or more)
for each year of sobriety is suggested, but 

ANY donation amount is welcome.

For more information, please stop by the NYIG office, 
or visit our website at www.nyintergroup.org

taining our services - via strict 

adherence to our Seventh Tradi-

tion of self-support, declining out-

side contributions - is a tall order.   

The average cost to run the New York 

Inter-Group office is $43,000.00 a 
month.  Those bills are paid only 

through the group and individu-

al donations of our A.A. members.  

I am ever grateful for Dr. Bob’s 

words of wisdom, passed on to Bill 

in their final meeting before Dr. 
Bob’s passing.  He implored Bill to 

safeguard our organization through 
simplicity and custodial care of our 

traditions.  He lovingly warned him:

“Remember, Bill, let’s not louse 
this thing up.  Let’s keep it simple”.

And so, as one grateful alcoholic 

to another, sharing our gift of so-

briety with the man or woman be-

reft of hope, we ask that you con-

tinue to be as generous as you can.  

Henceforth, NYIG will re-

main ever vigilant in uphold-

ing the seventh tradition of 

self-support remembering that... 

I am Responsible.  When anyone, 
anywhere, reaches out for help, I 
want the hand of A.A. always to be 
there.  And for that: I am responsible.

In Service,

Christopher D.

Steering Committee Chairperson



soberNEWS

wants YOU!
Your experiences
your strength
your hope

your artwork
your letters
your poems

your a.a. events
your old-timers

your group histories

SUBMISSIONS:
400- to 1000 word articles. Topics include: 

young and sober
getting sober in nyc
my first sober holiday /birthday

double digit sobriety
interview with an old -timer

milestone group anniversary

Please send as email attachments only. Also please indicate if you wish to have your 
name printed. In accordance with A.A. tradition, we respect the anonymity of our 

contributors.

VOLUNTEERS:
Help us spread the word about Sober News to all Five 

New York City Boroughs, and Westchester County.

CONTACT VIA EMAIL:
sobernews@nyintergroup.org

Sober News may be found at the New York Inter-Group office, as well as area meetings, 
area forums, and other local A.A. related events. it is also available online at 

www.nyintergroup.org
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